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Article 113b

Functions of the European.Patent Office in the
context of the Patent Co-operation Treaty

(1)'Subject to the provisions set out below, the European
Patent Office shall act as a receiving Office and as a designated
Office.within the meaning of Chapter I of the Co-operation
Treaty, once that Chapter has entered into force for at least
one Contracting State to this Convention.

(2) Subject to the provisions set out ~elow, the Europ.ean
Patent Office shall act as an International Preliminary
Examining Authority within the meaning of Chapter II of the
Co-operation Treaty, once that Chapter has entered into force

'.for at least one Contracting State to this Convention, and all
other conditions laid down by the Co-operation Treaty and by
this.Convention for the p.erformance of the functions of an
International Preliminary ,Examining'Authority have been met.

(3) Subject to the provisions set out below, the European
Patent Office shall act as.an elected Office wi thin the meaning;
of Chapter II of the Co-operation Treaty, once that Chapter
has entered into force 'for at least one Contracting,State to
this Convention.
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Article 113e

The European Pstent Office as R dqsignat2d or 310cted Office

(1) The European Patent Office shall act as a designated
Office ~ithin the meaning of ~rticle 2(ii) of the Co-operation
Treaty for these Contracting ~tates .to thi~ Convention which
are designated in the international a~Dlication if the aoplicarit
informs the receiving Office or, where appro~riate, the Int2r-
national Bureau mentioned. in that Treaty, within twelve months
of.the priority date, that he wishes to obtain a Zuropean ?atent
for these 3tates.

(2) In so f2r. as any group of Contracting States. h:?~ '1l8dl"

use of the authorisation under ~irticle 8a,such group may
prescribe that it may only be designated as a whole and that
the designation of some only of the 3tates in the group shall

." ~ .. .. . . - . - ....

be taken as the designation of all of these States, if the
applicant has indicated that.he wishes to obtain a European
patent for the designated States of the group.

(3) The European, Patent Cffice shall act as an elected
Office within the meaning of ~~ti~le 2(iii) of the Patent
Co-operation Treaty if the ap~licant has elected any of the
designated States referred to.in ~ar3gra~h 1 or 2 for which
Chapter II of that Treaty. has entered into force.

(4) The fee provided for in Article 68a, paragraph 2,
shall not be payable for inte~national applications.
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Article 113f

International Search Report

The International Search Report under Article 18 of the
.Co~operation Treaty shall take the place of'the report on
the state of the art under Article 78, paragraph 1. The
European Patent Office may, however, obtain an additional
report on the state of the art from the International Pateht
Institute at The Hag~e, whenever it considers this to be
necessaryo

Note:

The question of the cost of the additional report on the
state of the art must be considered further.
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Article 113g

Public3tion of the inte~n2tional a~plication

(1) As from its publication by the International Bureau
pursuant to Article 21 of the Co-operation Treaty, an lnter-
national a-':plic.?tionf8r TNhich the European Patent Office is
a designated Office under Article 113e, paragraph 1, shall
confer upon the a~plicant the provisional protection granted
pursuant to Article 20bis, subject to the_provisions set
out below.

(2) If the international application is published by the
International Bureau in one of the languages specified in
Article 3~, paragraph '1, the provisional protection referred to
in ~aragraph 1 above shall commence on the day of publication
of the translation of the claims into both of the other
languages specified in Article 34, paragraph 1.

(3) If the international application is not published bi
the International Bureau in one of the languages specified in'"
Article 34, paragraph 1, the provisional protection referred" to

. ,
in paragraph 1 above shall commence on the day of publication'
of the translation of the auplication into one of the languages
specified in Article.34, paragraph 1, and of the translation
of the claims into both of the other languages.

(4-) Publication. 6f the international application by the,
International Bureau, together with the publi~ation of the
translation of the claims pursuant to paragraph 2 or of the
translations pursuant to paragraph 3, shall take the place
of the publication of the European patent application pursuant
to Article 86a.
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